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Abstract

Career choice is a complex decision for students since it determines the kind of profession that
they intend to pursue in life. As students try to make career choice while in secondary school, they
face problem of matching their career choices with their abilities and school performance. In
Kenya every year form four secondary school students make career choices before sitting for their
final examination (Kenya Certificate of Secondary Education examinations) however, studies
indicate that most students enter into careers that are totally different from the ones they chose
while in secondary. The purpose of this study was to examine factors influencing career choice
among form four secondary school students in Kisumu municipality, Kenya. The study was
conducted using descriptive survey design with a population of 332 students. The data for this
study was collected using questionnaire and interview schedules. The findings of this study
indicate that availability of advancement opportunities and learning experiences are the most
influential factors affecting career choices among students. While males reported learning
experiences and career flexibility as the most influential factors, females however reported
availability of advancement opportunity and opportunity to apply skills as the most influential
factors. However, no variance was reported for persons influencing career choice by gender
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