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Abstract

The use of computer technology in Kenyan schools is a relatively new approach that is currently
being included in the school curriculum. The introduction of computer technology for use in
teaching does not always seem to be accepted outright by most teachers. The purpose of the
study reported in this paper was to investigate the teachers’ changing roles in double entry
lessons that involved the use of a computer-based instruction (CBI) program. A total of sixteen
business education teachers taken from ten secondary schools situated in two provinces, Rift
Valley and Western teaching double entry for a period of eight weeks. Two instruments, namely
(i) the Teachers Interview Schedule (TIS) and (ii) the Classroom Observation Questionnaire
(COQ) were used to collect the necessary data. Data was collected and analysed to help unravel
what was actually happening as the teachers and the students interacted with the computer-based
instruction program and/or instructional materials during double entry lessons implemented in
real business education classrooms. Results indicate that the teachers developed better
instructional practices as a result of augmenting double entry lessons with the CBI. Most
teachers unanimously reported that their role changed from that of being an instructor to that of
being a facilitator of the learning process. Although it was evident from a captured episode that
amidst the presence of the computer most teachers preferred to do the job in the same way as the
conventional methods without all the effort associated with organizing a technological
classroom, data from classroom observation of teacher-student, student-student and student-
teacher interactions recorded during the instructional process indicated that the teachers did not
dominate in the CBI classrooms but gave learners opportunity to interact with each other and the
instructional material. The results further showed that some of the unproductive activities and the
state of confusion or silence often common in traditional classes where the role of the teacher is
domination changed drastically. The use of CBI in this study proved that it has potential not only
to change the teachers’ roles but also to affect the students’ learning in business education.
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